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Forrest's Meridian Campaign - Part Two 


This is the conclusion ofa report on 
what is officially called the “Merid- 
ian Campaign” in Civil War history. 
It is based on accounts recorded by 
various men who participated in the 
skirmishes that made up this cam- 
paign. Primary references used are 
the Official Record of the war, That 
Devil Forrest by Dr. John A Wyeth, 
and As They Saw Forrest (Recollec- 
tions of contempories) edited by 
Robert Selph Henry (The quotations 
used from. this book are by J.M. 
Hubbard who served with Col. For- 
rest.) These books and the huge col- 
lection, the Official Record, are all 
available at the Evans Memorial Li- 
brary. 

General William T. Sherman had 
been dispatched to Meridian, burn- 
ing and destroying everything in his 
route. General William Sooy Smith 
was ordered from Memphis to join 
up with him in Meridian. General 
Sherman reports: “I ordered all the 
effective cavalry at once to be as- 
sembled and got ready for the field; 
there were ready for duty at Mem- 
phis 9231 cavalry with 7,636 
servicable horses. This force, with the 
2500 brought with General Smith, 
gave us over ten thousand effective 
cavalrymen and horses.” 1 

It is known that the purpose of the 
expedition was for Gen. Sherman to 
destroy everything between 
Vicksburg and Meridian and Gen. 
Smith, everything along the M & O 
railroad tracks between Corinth and 
Meridian, then the combined force 
would proceed to Selma, Ala. to 
destroy the arsenals and foundries 
there and then possibly to march on 
to Mobile and probably even on to 
Atlanta. In a letter to Grant, dated 
January 6, 1864, General Sherman 
wrote: “General W.S. Smith is sup- 
posed to be crossing the Tennessee 
today.1 willaim to reinforcehim with 
cavalry,and withinfantry occupy the 
attentionof the enemy,soastoenable 


him to reach Meridian, and, if i pore 


sible, Selma.” 1 
*s Last week we learned that’ al-" 
‘though General Sherman marched, 


burning, to Meridian virtually unop ° 
“posed and on schedule, General . 
Sooy Smith delayed his campaign 
and was behind schedule. In his © 


“march to West Point, he, too, only: * 
_ with only 150 men and coming upon .., 


met token opposition from the forces 


of General Forrest whose orders 
were to retreat before him. 


The Meridian Campaign Part II 

“The moment that colonel Forrest 
reported that the Federals were retir- 
ing from his front the general became 
convinced that they had commenced 
a systematic retreat, and that the fight 
made at West Point was simply for 
the purpose of gaining time. He at 
once ordered Captain H.A. Tyler to 
take his company and oneother com- 
pany, in all 150 men, and to push on 
in the direction taken by the retreat- 
ing enemy. At the same time he or- 
dered the rapid concentration of his 
scattered troops, for the purpose of 
closing in on General Smith. Dis- 
patches were sent to General 
Richardson, who was some twelve 
miles westward, to move at once to 


. the bridge across Line Creek, and to 


push on in the direction of Okolona. 
The state troops , under Gholson, 
were to move in the same direction, 
bearing a little westward, toward 
Houston. Jeffrey Forrest and Chalm- 
ers were to follow in the wake of Cap- 
tain Tyler, while General Forrest 
would press forward to keep up. 
Bell’s brigade under the command of 
Colonel C.R. Barteau, and which had 
been thrown to the east to guard the 
crossings of the Tombigbee, was 
ordered to move with all possible ce- 
lerity and endeavor to intercept the 
retreating column of General Smith 
at Okolona. 


Captain Tyler reported that in fol- 
lowing in the wake of Smith, “Slight 
skirmishes continued along the road, 
but no decided opposition was en- 
countered till a point about six miles 
north of West Point had been 
reached. Here I became convinced 


that we had come up witha consider- 
able body of the main column. There | 
_ were in sight, as near as I could esti-. 
, Mate, about. fifteen hundred. 


mounted troops and several pieces o 
“artillery, in well-selected’ positions. 


The country was open in their i imme- 


£ diate front, while just behind them 
“was some heavy timber, which. ‘of. 


fered good protection, and also pre- 


’ vented me from ee th 
> exact number of their troops.” 
A skirmish occurred but WE 


* 
v 


..s0oner turhed to run than Forrest 


such formidable opposition, took 
cover to await the arrival of General 
Forrest. When Forrest arrived he:in- 
formed Tyler that he was to await the 
arrival of Jeffrey Forrest’s and 
McCulloch’s brigades before ‘at- 
tempting another skirmish, while ‘he 
would flank the enemy. £ : 
“Forrest, moving to the flank and 
rear, was observed by the enemy, 
who immediately limbered up their 
artillery and retreated in great haste. 
Tyler followed, moving directly 
down the lane, and once more closed 
in upon the retreating rear guard. 
From the reports it is evident that 
they had considerable difficulty in 
getting away fast enough to save 
themselves. Major Coon syys: ‘1 gat 
my led horses and howitzers out of 
the timber in time to save them; bt 
my men on foot had become so com: 
pletely exhausted that I felt at one 
time that half of them must be ca 
tured.’ “2 Pi 
“A mile or two farther up, in the 
direction of Okolona, the Federals’ 
had determined upon another effort: 
to check the pursuit, which at this; 
early hour was presaging disaster to; 
the fleeing column. They had s a 
lected a place naturally strong, and in; 
addition had thrown up protecting 4 
breastworks, and had taken advan*' 
tage of a large ginhouse and other} 
outbuildings of a plantation which } 


cious. They continued their retreat, 
and the Confederates pursued them 
until nightfall, when General Forrest 
ordered his men to take a much 
needed rest. 


“General Smith had wisely deter- 
mined to put as great a distance as 
possible between his rear guard and 
the Confederates. Heurged his weary 
troops on until near midnight, when 
he halted and encamped three miles 
south of Okolona. Forrest had no 
thought of allowing his enemy much 
time for rest and recuperation. By 4 
a.m. on the morning of the 22nd he 
had dispatched Colonel Forrest's 
brigade by a road which gradually 
converged toward the route along 
which the enemy had retreated, and 
united with this one about a mile 
south of Okolona. Placing himself at 
the head of his escort before the day 
had yet dawned, the Confederate 
general moved rapidly to the front, 


followed in closeorder by McCulloch 
and his gallant brigade. He soon 
encountered Smith’s outpost pickets, 
which he charged at sight, chasing 
these and the rear guard into and 
through the town of Okolona.” 


“Just beyond the limits of this vil- 
lage a considerable body of Federal 
troops were now discovered drawn 
up in line of battle in the open prairie, 
and apparently ready to attack. 


was situated oneither sideoftheroad @ Across the prairie, and distant about 
from West Point to Okolona. Tyler,; a a mile, Forrest was rejoiced to see 


who was still-in advance, rushed 


dangerously close to the Federal line; ; 


which opened upon him a scathing 
volley. This officer immediately- 
withdrew his command, and was 
immediately joined by Forrest. 


advanced with about a thousand: 
als from their position. They no. 
dashed at their. rear, leading in per- 


mn. his’ escort “and Tyler’s Ken- 
ckians. Within about one-half mile. 


which took place on this day.”.2" 


“ 


he best mounted of the Confederates. 
.. had closed in with the laggards ofthe © 
Union rear, precipitating one ‘of. the 
severest combats at close quarters a 


: This brief but bloody affair seemed ab 
.to convince the Union forces that .} 
another stand for that day wasinjudi- | " 


another lineof battle, which he recog- 
nized as Bell’s brigade under the 
command of Barteau who had ar- 
rived at that point an hour earlier.” 2 
At his arrival Barteau found himself 


4 with one brigade angainst a much 
McCulloch’s brigade was now or-' 
_ dered to the front. Dismounting, hi 


larger force, a force sufficiently large 
to overwhelm him. “Fully realizing 


4 the peril of his position, Barteau as- 
troopers, who, soon drove the Feder- 


sumed a bold front, threw his troop- 
ers into line, and maneuvered his 
force i in sucha fashion that an assault | 
q pon. chim was deferred. The time 


“Forrest left half of his escort as 
kirmishers, whom he directed’ to 


with the other half hegalloped across 
¢ plain and joined Barteau.’ 2 . 
Barteau’ s aia’ greeted their 


thus ‘gained in all probibility saved.:... 
} im from siete as Forrest had 4 


FORREST IN ACTION 
By Colonel John W. Thomason, Jr., U.S.M.C. 


cor.gratulated Barteau on the dispo- * 


sition he had made of his troops as he 
rode along the lines, stretched to the 
utmost to make the largest psssible 
display of force, and encouraged the 
men with timely words. “He told 
them that all the day preceding he 
had whipped the enemy in engage- 
ment after engagement, and chased 
them until night compelled him to 


_ Stop; that they were already cowed 


and beaten, and if his men would 
follow him into their ranks with cour- 
age, the Federals would not stand the 


pressure.’ 2 


Both lines of battle were in plain 


"_ view of each other across the open 


'; prairie, and the Confederates so far 
ngage the attention of the enemy, 


on the ground were greatly over- 


_ Matched. Forrest looked with long- 


ing eyes in the direction of West 


. Point, but as yet McCulloch’s nor 
Jeffrey Forrest’s brigades were not in 


iu 


sight. 

General Forrest did not have the 
reputation for fighting defensively, 
throughout his career, even when, as 
in this case, the odds were over- 
whelmingly against him, he pre- 


ferred to attack. He attacked. “He 


noticed a point in Grierson’s line 
where the Federal troopers were ap- 
parently in confusion. Rising in his 
stirrups, he yelled at the top of his 
voice, ‘Charge!’ And away he went, 
the foremost horseman of the line.” 


Colonel Barteau, who was frez, 
quently in battle with Forrest, says: 


“One of his many peculiarities was” 


that in battle he never seemed to 


touch his saddle, but ‘stood up’ in his “ 


stirrups, an attitude which gave him 
the appearance of being a foot taller. 
than he really was. As he was over six 


(See Forrest-Page 2A) be 
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rFuriicut 
———— : 
feet in stature and? of large propor- 
tions, and of necessity rode a large 
horse, it was not difficult to recognize 
his imposing presence at any ordi- 
nary distance along the line.” 

As the Confederates came on the 
Union troopers gave them a single 
volley and then retreated to find shel- 
ter behind a second line of General 
Smith’s cavalry. Unwilling to further 
jeopardize the small force, Forrest 
called a halt to his men and threw 
forward his skirmishers. 

The Fourth United States Regulars, 
who were considered by all the best 
fighters with Smith’s expedition, 
ventured to make a rush upon the 
skirmish line that Forrest had ad- 
vanced. The Confederates along the 
line of fence, opened up on the Union 
cavalry and drove them back in dis- 
order. 

“Forrest observed the head of 
McCulloch’s column coming 
through Okolona and onto the field 
from the south. He. mounted all the 
troops of Barteau’s command, and 
the Confederate general took imme- 
diate advantage of the disorder into 
which the Fourth Regulars had been 
thrown, and have his well-known 
order, ‘Charge!’ Taking the lead he 
charged and broke the Federals, and 

ressed them with such vigor that 
they fled the field in great confu- 
sion.” 

“No sooner had the Fourth Regu- 
lars given way than the Seventh Indi- 
ana rallied to its support, but this in 
turn suffered defeat. The the Third 
brigade of Sooy Smith’s expedition, 
under Colonel Lafayette McCrillis, 
was lined up for their assistance, but 
Forrest’s onslaught was irresistible, 
and the defeat of the enemy was now 
complete.” 

“Colonel Waring, commander of 
the First Brigade wrote: ‘As we 
passed to the left of Okolona, one 


(Continued From Page 4A) 


regiment, the Seventh Indiana, was 
ordered to fall out and support the 
Fourth Regulars. The Third brigade 
had the rear of the column, the Regu- 
lars and the Seventh Indiana were 
engaged, and this brigade was or- 


dered to the attack. It soon broke in © 


disgraceful flight and confusion, 
abandoning five guns of its battery 
without firing a shot.’ “3 

“The confusion into which this 
division of General Grierson’s cav- 
alry was thrown was complete, and 
the relentless pursuit and vigorous 
pressure which Forrest brought to 
bear upon them soon developed their 
flight into a hopeless stampede. Offi- 
cers as well as men stood not ‘upon 
the order of their going,’ but went as 
best they could. Along the road and 
through the woods or fields on either 
hand, paying slight heed to com- 
mands from any source, the crowds 
of panic-stricken soldiers rushed and 
crowded until the way was choked 
with the surging mass of men and 
animals. Five pieces of artillery, re- 
tarding their disordered flight, were 
forced from the road into a field, and 
fell a prey to the fierce-smiting For- 
resters.” 2 

“From the point where the first 
dispersion of General Smith’s rear 
guard took place, within sight of the 
villageof Okolona, no resistance save 
an occasional rifle shot from the flee- 
ing rear guard was made, until a 
point westward about five miles was 
reached.’ 

Colonel Waring received a mes- 
sage informing him of the disaster at 
Okolona and orders to get together 
what artillery could be had, to forma 
line, and to allow the stampeding 


cavalry to pass through its lines and _ 
“hold the enemy in check, if possible, 


until they could be in a measure reor- 
ganized at some safe distance in his 
Tear.” 


Waring wrote, “I formed my bri- 


gade in line, with skirmishers far out 
on each flank, and remained until the © 


Third brigade had passed through, 
portions of it in such confusion as tO 
endanger the morale of my own 
command.” ie 
“He then abandoned the line he 
had formed, under orders, and fell 
back to a stronger position, about a 
mile distant. At this point another 
stand was made. The Second New 
Jersey, the Second Illinois, Seven 
Indiana, and Fourth Missouri bot 
the brunt of the fight which cal 
until they in turn were overwhelm 
by Forrest’s irresistible onslaught 
Meanwhile General Smith seemed al 
last to be aroused to a full appreciar 
tion of his desperate conditio 
About two miles in the rear of whege 
Waring had made his first stand, 
Smith selected a position of gred| 
natural strength on a farm called 
Ivey’s Hill, near Tallaboncla. Nort 


totoc, along which this relentless 
pursuit was being pressed, passes 
from the open prairie into a wooded 
and hilly country; and at the point 
chosen by General Smith, i 


reorganize his broken column, | 
highway ran directly along the ba 
bone or summit of a narrow ridge 

“On Ivey’s Hill, just where 
houses, ginhouse, and stables o a 


large plantation were erected, thé 
; onthe hill in front, and a number of 


road coming from the direction’ 


Okolona turned almost at a rig it 


and the houses, which offered greg 


protection to his command, and ha: E. 


ily throwing the rails from the fends 


into temporary | breatsworks . ani ' 
pea ae his mt General Smif | 
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:“As General Forrest came.in sight, 
two separate lines of the Federals 
were now in plain view. He ordered 
the two brigades which which were 
immediately with him, Jeffrey 
Forrest’s and McCulloch’s, to form in 
columns of four to one side of the 
highway, taking advantage of the 
protection which the wooded land 
afforded. They could thus advance 
without being exposed to the artil- 
lery, from which they would neces- 
sarily suffer had they moved forward 
in the open lane.” 2 

Bell’s brigade, having borne the 
brunt of the fighting in the earlier 
part of the day, had been replaced by 
the two commands just named, and 
was now bringing up the rear at a 
slow pace. It was only the work of a 
few minutes for these rough riders 
and hard fighters to be in readiness 
for the advance. They did not num- 
ber 1200 in both brigades. Eighteen 
hours of hard riding had broken 
down a large number of the horses, 
and, although the men whose ani- 
mals gave out struggled along on 
foot as ordered, they could not keep 
in sight of their mounted comrades. 
The bugle sounded, and away the 
two columns sped parallel with each 
other. Coming near the enemy, they 


g, changed their formation from col- 
+ umns of four into a line, and then 
# swept forward. Within about 300 


yards of theadvancelineof the Union 
from the artillery and the small arms 


the Southerners went down.” 2 


Forrest, with the reckless daring 
which he had shown in many other 
encounters, and which was charac- 
teristic of the five brothers who won 
distinction under the flag of the Con- 
federacy, while leading this charge at 
the head of his brigade, met the glori- 
ous death of a soldier. He was in- 
stantly killed by a Minie ball which 
passed through his neck, cutting the 


cord. Colonel McCulloch, who occu- 


his brigade, was also, by the same 
volley, painfully wounded.” 2 *- 


wounding of McCulloch, the South- 
ern troops wavered and then halted. 


Smith might have won success, but, 
Confederate advance, the Federals 
made no effort to counter-attack and 


advance from behind their works.” 2 


“A small croun of officersand men 


troops a thundering volley rolled 


“At the first volley Colonel Jeffrey 


carotid artery and dividing thespinal. 


pied the same position at the head of 


"Staggered by this terrific fire, the: 
death of the young Forrest, andthe > 


This was the moment when Sooy ' 


seemingly content with checking the : 


gathered around their grief-stricken 
commander, it must have seemed 


~ that for once, in the agony of his great 


personal loss, this strong leader of 
men had lost sight of the greater obli- 
gation which he owed to the safety of 
his devoted followers.” 2 

“After asserting that his beloved 
youngest brother was dead, Forrest 
turned back toward Ivey’s Hill from 
which the heavy firing had never 


ceasesd. He obS Crved Bell's brigade 
approaching the battle site. He di- 
rected Jeffrey Forrest’s men, under 
Duckworth to mount and ride to the 
left and on the flank and rear of the 
Federal stand. This detachment had 
scarcely started to make this move- 
ment when theentire command pres- 
ent was ordered to mount and pre- 
pare to advance. The bugle sounded 
and Forrest standing in his stirrups 
with his saber in the air, sounded his 
familiar order, ‘Chargel’ 4 

“To some of his officers who wit- 
nessed it, (Gen. Forrest’s charge into 
Smith’s lines on the hill) it seemed an 
act so rash as to savor of madness. 
However, the Federal line gave way 
before the desperate onslaught 
which Forrest was making. The 
movement of the Confederate troops 
toward the flank and rear had evi- 
dently frightenen General Smith, 
who ordered his troops to retire, 
which theyt did with great rapidity. 
Forrest followed as swiftly as was his 


wont, and soon was dangerously far 


in advance of any strong support.” 
Dr. J.B. Cowan writes; “I had just 
reached the spot where Jeffrey For~ 
rest was lying dead, when: Major 
Strange said to me, ‘Doctor, hurry 
after the general; I am afraid he will 
be killed! Putting spurs to my horse, 


I rode rapidly to the front, and in 


abouta mile,asIroundedashortturn - 


in the road, I came upon a scene 
which made my blood run cold. 
There in the road was General forrest 
with his escort, and a few of the ad- 
vance guard of the Colonel Forrest 
brigade in hand to hand to hand 


combat with a massive force of the . 
: enemy. _ I turned back to see if help . 
_ was at hand, and, as good-fortune 
=. would have it, the head of 
. McCulloch’s brigade was coming in - 
full sweep toward me.” vod 

‘““Thé position occupied by the 
Federals at this time wasa strong one, ie 


and the number of Federals engaged 
with the general and his escort 
seemed so large, and the undertaking 
to drive them off so great, that for a 
moment McCulloch’s men hesitated. 
They did not usually stop at anything 
which looked like a fight, but to them 
it seemed certain death to rush into 
the tran in which Forrest and his 


" ing wrote: “The retreat to Memphis 


‘nearly 1500 fine cavalry horses. The 2 
“expedition filled every man con. ea 


‘ords of the Union and Confederate -Ari-” 


’ Allan Wyeth ot 


~ Nilson Lyttle 


I 


escort had seemingly fallen, and: an N 
effort to rescue them seemed hope-"|: ; 
less. It was here that the herdic/* 
McCulloch proved his devotion fo)- ~ 
his leader. McCulloch held his] ~ 
bloody had above his head and| : 
shouted at the top of his voice, ‘Myt. 
God, men, will you see them kill your} *, 
general? I will go to his rescuc if nota * 
man follows me!’ With his he dashed 
toward the enemy, followed by his 
troopers to a man, and was soon.in 
the thickest of the fray. 2 | 

At the charge of McCulloch, the 
Federals once again turned in flight. | 

“Inside of a mile from the scene of 
this last encounter Smith’s rear guard 
had again taken up another position. 
Once.again the Southerners with 
Gencral Forrest at their head charged 
the line and once again the Federal 
line broke. In this skirmish a piece of 
artillery which had not been ‘ob- 
served opened fire and the gencral's 
horse fell dead. 

In a few minutes the whole com- 
mand had moved forward again, arid 
another short, sharp fight occurred, 
in which the general's second horse | 
was also shot down, after which he | 
had this famous old charger King 
Philip brought up, and herodehimfo — 
this sanguinary day, but was not’ fa- 
tally hurt.” 2 i 

In this last charge the gallant Lieu- 
tenent Colonel James A. Barksdale’of 
the Fifth Mississippi fell mortally 
wounded, just as the Federal line 


" gave way. : 


“From this time, the Federals of- 
fered no further resistance at any 
point. Discouraged and beaten, they 
hurried on their weary journey fo- | 
ward Memphis, bending every en- 
ergy to escape capture. Colonel War- 


was a weary, disheartening, and |. 
panic-stricken flight, in the greatest 
disorder and confusion, and through, 
a most difficult country. The First} 
Brigade reached its camping-ground 
five days after the engagement, with 
the loss of all its heart and spirit, and] 


nected with it with burning shanfe, ” 
and it gave Forrest the most glorjon re 
achievement of his career.” 


ea. row 
she | 


“1 War of the Rebellion - Official Rack 


mies (Aproximately 200 volumes:J - 
2. That Devil Forrest by Dr. Jjotin 


3. “First With The Most” Forrestiby ; 
Robert Selph Henry. ma ah 
4. Bedford Forrest by Andrew 


5. As They Saw Forrest edited - ‘by 
Robert Self Henrv sey 
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The “Lady 


‘The Meridian Campaign was, as 

‘ar as fighting was concerned, Aber- 
deen and Okolona’s closest encoun- 
.er with the Civil War. It was a great 
victory for the man many consider to 
ve the greatest general in the war on 
either side, Nathan Bedford Forrest. 
Sorrest was born in Tennessee, was 
reared in Mississippi and had close 
ties with both Okolona and Aber- 
deen. After the war he wasa frequent 
Jisitor to both towns. 

: Reading about the Civil War or as 
some prefer to call it The War Be- 
:ween the States, is like reading a 
story that you know in advance has 
an unhappy ending. However, any- 
one born in the South can glory in 
-eading about the Meridian Cam- 
oaign. The’story makes one want to 
-tand up and give a good old fash- 
oned Rebel Yell. 

Earl “Andy” Anderson of Prairie 
Mount has a book which claims that 
3ermany’s famous Field Marshall 
2ommel came to America before the 
second World War to study the mili- 
-ary tatics of Bedford Forrest. His 
orimary tatic was simply to charge 
on the offensive, no matter what the 
ituation was. 

In Forrest, Robert Selph Henry 
vrites: “Forrest had an ‘instinctive 
ealization of the value of the offen- 
ive in defense. It may have dated to 

an incident of his boyhood at Chapel 
jill, when he was thrown into the 


nidst of a snarling sevage pack of ° 


iogs by a colt which he was breaking. 
de hit the ground expecting to be 
orn apart. Instead the dogs, fright- 
ned by having an object as large asa 
oy thrown at them, turned tail and 
ied. Forrest never forgot it. Even in 
ris first important fight, at Fort 
Donelson, according to the story re- 
ated by Gideon Pillow ata memorial 
neeting in Memphis just after 


“orrest’s death, he applied the les-. 


on. Threatened with a-charge by 
ieavy forces, he turned to Pillow, 
inder whose command he was, and 
sked for ordes to charge first, say- 


ng, We can’t hold them but we can : 

un over them.’ “..° e gine, 
-“On the prairie at Okolona, Forrest) =f had two sons Asa Watson and Tho- -_ 
mas Clay Watson. Thomas Clay 


Watson was Wheeler Clay Watson’s ~ 


pplied the same principle: As he 


talloped across the short front of . 
3ell’s brigade with hat upraised in’ 


Lehirdtin’ 
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Emanionth fal 


FROM 


THE PAST 


By CLYDE HILL WILSON 


polite ackowledgment of the cheers 
of recognition which greeted him, he 
asked Barteau, but one question: 
‘Where is the sata s whole posi- 
tion?” 

“You see it General, and they are 
preparing to charge.” 

“Then we will charge them, was 
the instant reply, followed, as he 
reached the right of the line, with the 
order to mountand charge. When the 
charge ran into difficulties from the 
heavy fire of breech-loading carbines 
of the Federals, delivered from be- 
hind a fence, Forrest put himself at 
the head of the Second Tennessee 
Cavalry, Barteau’s own. regiment, 
rose to the standing position in the 
stirrups which added to his height 
and that of his horse to make him a 
truely gigantic and fearsome figure 
in a charge, called ‘Come on, boys!’ 
and swept round to attack the flank 
of the Federal line.” 

Wheeler Clay Watson of Strong 
Station came in to talk about Forrest. 
His grandfather Wheeler Watson 
fought with Forrest in the Meridian 
Campaign. He enlisted at Aberdeen 
on May 7, 1863 at the age of 16. He 
served with Forrest's Seventh Ten- 
nessee Cavalry, the backbone of 
Forrest's forces in the prairie. Watson 
remembers his grandfather saying, 
“When Jeffrey Forrest was struck 
down, General Forrest went to his 
dead brother, kissed him, and thenhe 


‘ mounted his horse, took his sabre 


and threw the scabbard away: Heats 


went flying!” 
= The Watsons lived near the com- © 


munity called Loohatten during the 
Civil War. The original Watson, Asa 


- Watson came tothe prairie from New 


York. His son, who fought in the war 
married Tennessee Taylor and they 


father. Bak 


" Ann Holliday gave the blue silk: Thé: 


I 
Wheeler came in to my appeal for. 

more information on “The Aberdeen 

Lady who made General Forrest's 

battle flag from her wedding dress.”. 
Almost every book one can find to. 
read on Forrest and the Seventh 
Tennessee Cavalry refers to this flag 
and the fact that it was made by: an 
Aberdeen Lady. 

He brought me the following type 
written statement which he had kept 
with his family papers: 

ae Flag of the Seventh Tennes 
see ’ 

“In our last issue we published i in 
connection with ‘Forrest’s Farewel 
Address To His Troops’ from the Jef: 
fersonian. the following paragraph, in, 
reference to the surrender of the 7th 
Tennessee Cavalry.” 4 

“The old bullet-torn flag, laa 
blue cross had been triumphantly} 
borne for ycars at the cost of so much 
blood and valor they would never 
part with it. In the eve of surrender? 
the men reverently gathered in frongs 
of the regimental headquarters andj 
cutting the silk into fragments each 
soldier carried away with him abit off 
the coveted treasure. This flag hat j 
been the gift of a young lady of Aber-3 
deen, Miss. Made from her bride 
dress.” ae 


Cee 


“In making this publication we} 
he: 


called forinformation inregard | 


yesterday the following response : 
came from an esteemed friend ahdt 
subscriber in a neighboring s State. 

“Dear Examiner, In you issue 2 of 


8th you asked who gave the dress t af 


make the battle flag for the 7th T; 
nessee Cavalry? Mrs. Caledonia: 
Clay, mother of Mrs. Wheeler Wate: 
son contributed her wedding : 
‘white brocade satin and Miss, Mary: 


girls of Mrs. Judge Watson’s School 


assisted in collecting the inaterial S 
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and having it made. | think it was 
presented by cither Miss Ludic Paine 
or Miss Holliday -Also our cousin 
Major C.C. Clay wasan officer in that 
regiment and he gave mea picce of 
the flag which the boys cut up rather 
than surrender. Perhaps others have 
told you this, but if you care to usc it 
do so. I have often received valued 
instruction, and so much deep intcr- 
est from the Examiner that I could not 
resist helping it with this bit of 
memory.” 

“Sent to me recently by Mrs. Julian 
Evans of Holliday Haven at Aber- 
deen Mississippi. Mary Clay Lloyd. 
Jan. 9, 1965.” 


Oh Excitement! One has to assume 
that this is Julian Evans Jr.’s mother 
and if so, does someone in the Evans 
family still have the piece of the fa- 
mous flag? Maybe Julian or Carolyn 
can help me. I would certainly like to 
seeit, touch it! Oh that it could be put 
in the Evans Memorial Library for all 
the future generations to see when 
they read of the exploits of General 
Forrest and the men of Aberdeen and 
surrounding prairie who fought with 
him. 

The following was written by 
Brock Sale of Covington Tennessee: 

‘The following copia isa ince 


ping from an old Aberdeen Examiner 
in regard to the flag of the 7th Tennes- 
see Cavalry, under Bedford Forrest:” 

“I would like to communicate with 
anyone who took part in the making 
or presenting this flag to our regi- 
ment. This little communication will 
no doubt awaken sad yet pleasant 
memories of the eventful days of the 
60's” 

“1 will always hold a tender love 
for sweet Aberdeen. In 1864, our 


’ regiment, the 7th Tennessee, was 


camped near your city when orders 
were received to prepare three days 
rations -which meant a long night 
and day raid through the ene 
lines. “ 


“Being a tender youth, in my teens, 
the hunger-scourged citizens looked 
upon me with kindlier feeling than 
that given the bearded soldier, and 
my haversack was filled with bis- 
cuits, as I canvassed from door to 
door; and my parched corn that kept 
indefinitely, was reserved for dire 
emergency. I'd love to walk that very 
street, where those good housewives 
so lovingly fed the boy from Tennes- 
see, from their scant supplies.” - 
Brock Sale 

There is no indication when this 
article was written. It was asad 


from Aberdeen" has now been found. 


around the turn of the century if he 
was a scant lad in the war. I wonder if 
anyone corresponded with him. 
Wish I could read the letters if some- 
one did. 

An small item in the paper of 1904 
was clipped to these two articles: 

“All who knew that estimable lady 
will be shocked to hear of the death of 
Mrs. Clay, which occured suddenly 
at the home of her son-in-law, Mr. 
Wheeler Watson, Tuesday night.” 

I appreciate all the people who 
have called, written or expressed 
deep interest in this series of articles 
concerning Nathan Bedford Forrest 


and his brother Jeffrey Forrest and all - 


of the related side-stories that have 
cropped up along with them. 

Mrs. Guy Watkins Sr. is kin to the 
Prewitts. Others are kin to the Clays 
and the Hollidays and Watsons. Is 
there anyone left that is kin to the 
Dyches? If you remember, Jeffrey 
Forrest married a Dyche of Aber- 
deen. The Dyches werea very impor- 
tant early Aberdeen family. 

Next week I hope to be able to 
persuade Earl “Andy” Anderson to 
tell us how Little Berry Gilliam (his 
real name) was burned by the yan- 
kees and maybe he will help us look 
for his gold that he hid at Prairie 
Mount. 
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Civil War 


~ 


Col Jeff Forrest killed near Egypt, buried here 


When someone reports a current 
event in a newspaper or relates an 
event from the past, that report be- 
comes history. In many cases it is the 
only report of the event that is re- 
corded, so for the sake of history it is 
important that the event is reported 
accurately and completely. Unfortu- 
nately most newspaper reports are 
vitally concerned with accuracy but 
leave out details that are necessary as 
history when the articles are read 
years later. These details are left out 
because they are usually not consid- 
ered news at the time. 

In 1940 The Aberdeen Examiner 
reported that Decoration Day would 
be observed on Sunday, April 28th at 
2:30 p.m. in Odd Fellows Rest Ceme- 
tery, Aberdeen, under the auspices of 
the Robert E. Lee Chapter, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, 
Samuel J. Gholson Camp, Sons of the 
Confederate Veterans. The highlight 
af the ceremony was the dedication 
of the marker at the grave of Col. 
‘effrey Forrest who was killed near 
Aberdeen during the Civil War. 

The report stated, “The unique 
teature of these exercises will be as 
follows: Mrs. Vesey will tell just what 
she remembers of this funeral and 
ourial. Next a most worthy old ex- 
slave, Henry Burnett, ninety six years 
old who also attended the funeral 
will tell of what he saw and heard.” 

I could not wait to turn to the next 
cdition of the paper to learn what 
Ars. Vesey remembered and what 
Mr. Burnett saw and heard. But, un- 
‘ortunately, these memories obvi- 
yusly will be lost forever, it was not 
-eported. The writer said, “These 
acts n.ight have been lost to history, 
iad it not been for the excellent 
nemory of our beloved citizen, Mrs. 
illen Vesey.” Mrs. Vesey was at that 
ime in her nineties and possessed 
vith excellent memory but as far as I 
snow no onerecorded her memories 
f the-death of Col. Forrest. |. 

We do learn some from the article 
\owever. 

“Colonel Jeffrey Forrest, oe of 
seneral Nathan Bedford Forrest was 
uried in this cemetery. He was 


killed at the battle of Prairie Mount. 
near Okolona and his body was 
brought by Col. Strange of General 
Forrest's staff to be buried from the 
home of his wife’s grandfather, Mr. 
Kirk Prewitt.” 

How I wish I could go back to 1940 
to attend that ceremony and hear 
Mrs. Vesey and Mr. Henry Burnett 
speak of that burial and their memo- 
ries of it, memories almost 75 years 
old at that time. 

Where exactly was Prairie Mount? 
Was that a typographical error? 


PAGES FROM | 
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By CLYDE HILL WILSON 


Should it have been Prairie Mound, 
there were mounds somewhere near 
Egypt in the vicinity of where the 
battle occurred. Where was Black 


Jack Mounds and Black Jack School? ' 


Was this the site of the battle? 

I assume that the Forrest funeral 
was conducted at Prewitt Place, the 
Edwards home, next door to The 
Magnolias, but I am not certain. Does 
anyone know for sure that this was 
the home of Kirk Prewitt. 

I wish had more time forresearch. 
I.wish that someone out there who 
does have time would research such 
things as this. Anyone who will take 
time to record their memories of the 
past or do research on events from 
the past willbe printed in this column 
with out fail and with due credit. In 
forty moreyears Aberdonians will be 
reading back issues of the paper and 
your memories or your research will 
become history, valuable history. 

The rest of the report of the decora- 
tion ceremonies of 1940 were of inter- 
est: “Next (after the ceremony at Col. 
Forrest’s grave) detachments of the 


“ military company will fire a salute 


and taps will be sounded over the fol- 
lowing graves: 


Charles Gates, Revolutionary sol- . 


dier; 


Elisha Strong, War of 1812: i thorough school and collegiate edu- 
Michael Fannin, Texas War for: sf cation, which he carried out up to the 
Independence; time the war came on, when Jeffery, 
Joel Acker, Mexican War;. ' * incommon withall the Forrest broth- 
Jeffery Forrest and the unknown* ers excepting John, enlisted. He ex- 
Confederate Dead, Civil War; » hibited military ability of an order 
J.B. McFarland, Spanish American which approached more nearly the 
War; genius of the great general (NB For- 
R.M. Boyd, World War- * rest), became colonel of cavalry, and 
“In probability in no other place # 3} was commanding a brigade in his 
the size of Aberdeen can be found at=: Drother’s division when, at the battle 
least one grave of a soldier in each? near Okolona, in the pursuit of Gen- 


war the United States has engage i eral Sooy.Smith, in 1863, while lead- 
in.” ing the charge, he was shot through 


the neck and instantly killed.” 

An account of the death of Jeff 
- Forrest: “On Ivey’s Hill, just where 
« the houses of a large plantation were 


‘erected, the road coming from the 

* direction of Okolona turned almost 
;, ata right angle in its course toward 

Pontotoc, Gen Smith took advantage 
: of this deflection and the houses, and 
hastily formed his troops. As General 
Forrest came in sight, two separate 
lines of the Federals were now in 
plain view. He ordered the brigades 
of Jeff Forrest and MuCulloch to 


“When the formal exercises have 
been concluded the people wil! dis- 
perse to decorate the graves of the un- 
known Confederate dead and all 
other dead of every war.” It is a, 
shame we do not pay more.honor to, 
the men who gave their lives for their 
country. Ss 

Nathan Bedford Forrest ‘th 
brother of Jeffrey Forrest was bornin 
Tennessee. In 1834, when Nathan 
Bedford Forrest was just thirteen, his 
father, William Forrest, with his wife 
and children, moved from middle 
Tennessee into northern Mississippi 
to Salem in Tippah County. In 1837, 
William Forrest died. leaving Nathan’ 
Bedford “head of a family consisting 
of his widowed mother, six brothers 
and three sister, and + se was 
added, four. months lat 


sounded, and away the two columns 
sped parallel with each other. Com- 
ing near the enemy, they changed 


their formation from columns of four 


guished brother,° w elt” that he" 
must be to this fatherless child not *. 
only an elder brother, but a father 
also. Having, by the time that Jeffrey - 
was old enough to go to school, suc- 
ceeded in amassing a considcrable- 
fortune, he determined to give him a 


i 


Colonel Robert McClloch, 
‘commanding brigade. ae a 


advance on Smith. The bugle. 


Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest 


into line, and then swept forward. 
Within about three hundred yards of 
the advance line of the Union troops, 
a thundering volley rolled from the 
artillery and the small arms on the 
hill in front, and a number of the 
Southerners went down.” 


“At the first volley Colonel Jeffrey 
Forrest, with the reckless daring 
which he had shown in many other 
encounters, and which was charac- 


teristic of the five brothers who won | 


distinction under the flag of the Con- 
federacy, whileleading this chargeat 
the head of his brigade, met the glori- 
ous death of a soldier. He was in- 
stantly killed by a minie ball which 
passed through his neck. Colonel 
McCulloch, who occupied the same 


position at the head of his brigade, . 


was also, by the same volley, pain- 
fully wounded.” 


“The death of Jeffrey Forrest over- 
whelmed the general with grief. His 
love for this youngest brother sur- 
passed the ordinary affection which 
exists in this relationship. He was the 


prideas wellasthebest beloved ofhis . 


brothers. Jeffrey had been given ev- 
ery opportunity to reach a high place 
in the social and professional world, 
and was ambitious to make his mark 


“high enough to satisfy his brother’s 


pride. When the war cameon, laying 
aside every civil aspiration, he en- 
tered the service, and, though only 
twenty-four years old, had risen by 
merit to the command of a brigade.” 


“When General — saw his 
brother fall from his horse he rushed 
to the spot, dismounted, and, kneel- 
ing, held the lifeless form in his arms, 
and called him several times by 
name, in a voice choking with an- 
guish. Realizing then that he was 
dead, he kissed him on the forehead, 
laid him gently down again upon the 
earth, called his aide-de-camp, Major 
Strange, and with tears in his eyes 
asked his faithful adjutant to take 
charge of his brother’s remains.” 


To me, to read about the tragic 
death of Jeff Forrest so close to us and 
then to go to Odd Fellows Rest to see 
his grave make the events of that long 
ago war seem more real. I sure do 
wish I knew theexact place where the 
battle occurred, I would like to go see 
it. 

Next week I will delve more into 
this battle or series of skirmishes and 
how they related to Aberdeen. If 
anyone has any information I would 
appreciate hearing from them. 


Colonel Jeffrey E. Forrest, 
commanding brigade 
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Tennessee Williams was very fond of Miss Pinkie 


I was very pleased at the response 
to last week's column on Colonel 
Jeffery E. Forrest. Many pleople ex- 
pressed interest. Patsy Pace sent in 
two columns that she had previously 
written on the subject and Johnny 
Foster also wrote. Patsy Pace wrote 
the columns when researching the 
house wecall the Keyhabe and Johnny 
Foster owns the house. (See Letters to 
the Editor) Emory Alex Morgan of- 
fered a paper on the subject that he 
recently presented at a meeting of the 
Monroe County Historical Society, 
which we will use. With their help 
and more research at Evans Memo- 
rial Library, some questions have been 
answered concerning Jeff Forrest. 

Ivey’s Plantation, the site of the 
battle where Colonel Forrest was 
killed, is either north of, or northwest 
of, Okolona. According to written 
reports his body was first taken into 
Okolona before it was brought to 
Aberdeen for burial. 

In an article in the Examiner of 
May 2, 1940, Ellen Vesey, age 94 at the 
time, is quoted as saying: “Jeffrey 
Forrest married an Aberdeen girl, 
Miss Sallie Dyche, the daughter of an 
Aberdeen merchant, and a classmate 
of mine while we both attended the 
Aberdeen Female Academy. Just 
before the war the Dyches moved to 
the delta and it was there that Sallie 
Dyche met and married Jeffrey For- 
Test.’ 


“Colonel Forrest was killed in a 
_battle between Muldon and Okolona 
and was carried to Okolona to be 
. prepared for burial. Then for two 
“reasons he was brought to Aberdeen 


: for burial: first, his wife's grand fa-' 


ther, Colonel (Kirk?) Prewitt, still 


lived in Aberdeen and it was to his * 
house he was taken for the funeral to - 


be held; the other reason was that he 
was a mason and could haye a Ma- 
sonic burial here. I remember the 


crowd at the funeral and that a Meth- 
odist preacher preached the funeral 
but I have forgotten his name.” 

“After the services at the house 
weall marched to thecemetery, being 
led by many soldiers, all ragzed and 

worn, to the muffled drum and fu- 
neral dirge. The body was placed in 
the open grave and the salute of three 
shots given. Then the Masons took 
charge. Mr. Jim Mayfield of Cotton 
Gin Port was in charge. They all 
marched around the grave and drop- 
ping in a piece of cedar repeated, 
From dust thy art, todust returneth.”” 

The Prewitt home is now known 
as The Keyholeand isacross the street 
from the Aberdeen Middle School 
and next to B-Quick. It was the Pre- 
witt home at the time of the burial of 
Colonel Jeffrey Forrest. 

Mrs. Ivy Herring of Becker called 
to tell me that several years ago she 
and Mr. Herring stopped at the large 
two-story antebellum home that 
stood, before it burned, between 
Okolonaand Pontotoc. Perhapssome 
of you remember it, it stood for years 
almost hidden by ancient cedars, 
unpainted and delapidated. Mrs. Ivy 
said that a black man owned it and he 
told her that his mother, a former 
slave, told him about taking food 
down the road to the soldiers in the 
battle and that Colonel Forrest was 
taken to the house when he had been 
shot. The most exciting thing is that 
Mrs. Herring said the old man told 
her the name of the plantation was 
Prairie Mound. History records that’ 


Colonel Jeffrey was killed inthebattle - 
at Prairie Mound. They were told an °. 
"intriguing story concerning theown- ~.” 


ership of the houseand we may bring 
that up later when and if we find out: 
more about all this. Mrs. Herring said: 


that the old man is dead nowand was :” 
the last of his line but before he died _. 
he moved to Okolona. Does anyone _ 


know more on this. 


. 


PAGES FROM 
THE PAST 


By CLYDE HILL WILSON 


Editor: 

Here is some information of whieh 
might be of interest. In this week's 
Pages From The Past in The Examiner 
youasked formoreinformation about 
Gen. Forrest. s 


Patsy Pace did extensive research 
on this house several years ago. Dur- 
ing one of the Pilgrimages, we had a 
tape playing in each room tellingt the 
history of that particular room. Even 
on our opening day, because of the 
publicity that the newspapers had 
given this house, people came from 


The following is the first of a two 
part account of what history calls thie 
“Meridian Expedition” but which: ] 
prefer to call “The Battle for the Land 
of Egypt.” In the history book ac- 
counts of this campaign, whether 
written by Confederates or Federals, 
the Forrests are heroes and General 


Sooy Smith comes out not looking 
too good. d 


: “That: devil Tones ‘was down 


about Johnsonville, making | havoc 
. among the gunboatsand [transport 


-General Sherman to General G nt 
Nov. 6, 1864: ‘ 


i pleted the. possession “of the Mine 


ippi River. Historians say that Gen- 
eral Sherman and General Gr nth 
planned to push their: armi 


.Mississippito capture Selma and ithen 


other states to sce it. People whose 
hobby it was to keep up with histori- 
cal facts about Gen. Bedford Forrest. 
Thave also heard that there are many 
who have this hobby in Memphis 
and they have formed a Gen. Forrest 
Club. 


the Keyhole building. I still own the 
building (house) and hope someday 
someone will want to refinish it and 
restore it since it contains much Civil 
War and pre-Civil War history. 


“in his book, That Devil Forrest: 


January, 1864, an army of 20,000 ef- 


Today the Kiddie Kollege is using 


Sincerely, 
Johnnie Foster 


According to Dr. John A. Wyeth 


“The plan finally adopted was that 
General Sherman should concentrate 
at Vicksburg, during the month of 


fective troops, and march thence ata 
given time eastward throughJackson, 
direct to Meridian, which is only a 
short distance from Selma. To co- 
operate with this movement from 
Vicksburg, and to unite with it at Me-. 
ridian, a large cavalry force was to 
proceed from Memphis ina direction - 
a little east of south, traversing the 
State of Mississippi, destroying the 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad from 


- Corinth down. ‘to Meridian, at the 


same time spreading devastation in 


, all that rich section of the South by 
:. burning thegranaries, ginhouses, and 
'-"' all the cotton that could be found. 


Uniting ultimately at Meridian, the 
_ combined army of invasion was to 


The Keyhole - Col. Forrest Home 


duty at Memphis well over 10,000 


proceed at its leisure for the capture 
of Selma, the destruction of the arse- 
nals and foundries there, and thence 
march to Mobile, which seaport they 
would open tothenavies of the United 


_ States. General Sherman reports: 1 
- ordered all the effective cavalry at 


once to be assembled and got ready 
for the field; there were ready for 


oe 


effective calvary and horses, 

“On or before the 1st of February, 
with an active force of 7,000 cavalry, 
lightly equipped and furnished with 


the most thoroughly effective weap= - 


(See Pages-3A) 
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Pa @S continued From Page 3A . : 


ons which the wealth of the United 
States could purchase, General Wil- 
liam Sooy Smith, selected by General 
Grant for his special fitness to com- 
mand such an important expedition, 
was directed to leave Memphis, 
march to Meridian direct, going by 
way of Pontotoc, Okolona, and Ma- 
con; the distance being 250 miles, it 
" was computed that he would reach 
Meridian about the 10th of February. 
General Sherman moved out of 
_ Vicksburg, with his army of 20,000 
troops, on the 3rd of February, his 
command divided into twocolumns, 
which moved eastward along paral- 
lel routes.” 
" “General Sherman reached Me- 
ridian at 3:30 p.m. on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary, meeting resistance so slight as 
scarcely to cut him short of a single 
full day’s march. At Meridian he bus- 
“ied himself while waiting for Sooy 
Smith’s army to join him, by destroy- 
ing every railroad and public prop- 
_erty he could find to destroy.” 

In the meantime General Sooy 
Smith was delaying starting, waiting 
‘on the arrival from Kentucky of a 
small brigade commanded by Col. 
George E. Waring which had been 
ordered to join him. Col. Waring had 
been delayed by poor weather and 
even after he arrived, Gen. Smith still 
lingered nearly three more days, 
waiting for Colonel Waring to have 
his horses shod and to give his troops 
time to recuperate from the severe 
ordeal through which they had 
passed. 

“At last General Smith marched 
out on the 11th day of February at the 
head of 7000 picked calvary, armed 
with Colt’s repeating rifles, modern 
carbines, and army revolvers -in all 
probability the most formidable cal- 
vary command which had ever been 
organized in the armies.” , 


1: "There was with the 7,000 


mounted calvary, twenty pieces of 
artillery and a brigade of infantry: 


under the efficient command of Colo-::. 


nel William McMillen. General Smith 
knew that Forrest would ‘be in “his 


path, and believed that he had his" 


forces scattered along the south bank*:. 
of the Tallahatchie River awaiting his 


ng of this stream without serious 
»pposition, General Smith sent the © 


origade of infantry ahead of him. * 


McMillen with the infantry reached 
Jernando, due south of Memphis on 


venatobia, and on the 13th, having - 
kirmished almost incessantly with 
‘orrest’s vedettes, he reached the - 


stron under General Tyree Bel 3 
idvance. In order to effect the | cross- ” & 


+ which General Jones Chalmers was :; 


‘ebruary 7th. Onthe9th hehad taken , ae 


That Devil Forrest 


THE MERIDIAN EXPEDITION AND OKOLONA 


o Memphis 


£SSooy Smith storts 


\ 


tone * 


FEBRUARY, 1864 
oy _MILES 50 


oHolly Springs 
° 


= Leu” %, 


AN Verona 
| Nfout of Smith 

S4Oclons oo 

HoustonloF \ 


fPrairies 


meat ll 
Ni 


“Chateathee Crs 


d, then returns to ; 
Vicksburg j 
" 7 Sherman arrives Feb. 14th, 
: leaves in search of Smith H 
Feb. 20th a 
A i 


between Coldwater and the Tal- 


_ Iahatchie, and he had promised his 
superior that he would ‘pitch into 
him’ wherever he found him.” 

General Nathan Bedford Forrest 


had under his command “a basicly 


unseasoned, untrained ragtag of an 
army. It required all the energy, tact, 
and good sense which he possessed 
to consolidate into companies and 
regiments the various fragments of 
commands and organizations these 


recruits represented. Four skeleton | 
brigades v were formed. The first was... 


“placed )"under’ General : R.V.. 


effectives, was placed under Colonel. 
, Robert McCulloch; the ‘third iF 2 

. the fourth, 1,000 rank and file,’ 
-his brother, Colonel Jeffrey Fo 
© McCulloch”s and Forrest's brigades 
‘constituted a single division, over 


» placed. 
General Forrest was well tae \ 


" even to the point of correctly presi) 
. ing the exact route he would takeand | 


‘allahatchie at Wyatt, advancing as ; * ee fact that his goal was to junction — 


Richardson, numbering about 1,500 . 
~ rank and file: the second, about 1,200.7 


fui. 
West Point me c 


The state militia under General 
Gholson was gathered in force at the 
southerly end so the Union com- 
mander concluded not to attempt the 
passage, and turned back for several 
miles, until he struck a road which 
led eastward towards Okolona the 
thither he marched. From Okolona 
he passed almost due southward and 


_ there entered the prairie country, the 
‘ rich corn-producing section of Mis- 
’ sissippi, which was baptized during 


_ the Civil War The Land of Egypt.’ ” 
John Milton Hubbard in As They 


. Saw Forrest said, “The dividing line 
_ between the hill country and the flat © 


? land was Okolona, Indian for ‘Queen 


* of the Prairie.’ The prairie produced 
corn in such abundance that it was 
’. called “Egypt Land.’ Along the M&O 


; between Okolona and West Point 
‘ there were hundreds of bins filled 
* with corn for the Confederacy. Each 
~ bin belonged to a farmer and it was 
. his duty to keep it filled at fixed times 
‘. to supply the troops. Two streams, 


“» The Tombigbee, flowing north from 
:: Columbus and the Sookatonchie, 
‘}, flowing northwest, created a cul-de- ’ 


., sac around the prairie, a cul-de-sac 
into which an army might be drawn 
and Forrest knew this, if Sooy Smith 
did not.” . 

2, “One object of Smith’s expedition 
2 was the devastation of this granary, 


& “and corncribs, ginhouses, cotton, 


sufficiently. to develop his strength: . homes and everything which could 


and purposes. General Forrest felt 


that Smith would heqad for Okolona: 


but he was unsure whetherthe Union. 


general wouldthen turn eastand cross: 


the Tombigbee or attempt the pas- 


sage of the Sookatonchee near West’ 
Point, and march by way of Artesia’ 
toward Meridian. He therefore took 
the precaution to post Bell's brigade 
along the Tombigbee to arrest any 
movement in that direction.” 

Thus far General William Sooy’ 
Smith’s march to Meridian had been 
uneventful. Crossing theTippah had 
been difficult,” "Tequiring a two day 


‘delay whilea ‘bridge was built. Occa- 
nally the: riflesoftheadvance guard ' 


and some Stray. Confederate scouts 


ion, but the Southerners were not 
dy, and took care to ial 
a way to longer range. * 

-.“Three miles north of Houston 
the roads enter the slashes, too miry 


’ for flanking, and the cause way dan- 


gerously narrow fora direct advance. 


support life, went up in smoke or 
settled in ashes in the wake of the 
detachments which shot out fromthe 
main column for miles on either side 
of the line of march.” 


“.Senatobia, and on the 13th, having 


“At Prairie Station, about fifteen 
miles north of West Point, General 
Smith concentrated his entire co- 
mand, and on the 20th of February 
moved toward that place.” 

About five miles out of Prairie, 


the advance guard of the Union col-- 


umn was vigoriously assailed and 
came back toward the leading regi- 
ment, in some confusion. Smith had 
for the first time encountered some- 
thing more that Gholson’s scouting 
parties; he had encountered Colonel 
Jeffery Forrest’s brigade which had 
been sent in his direction, and was 
found here in line of battle and in 
plain view across the prairie. There 
were not many of them, but they were 
not to be run over without a fight, for 
the younger brother had not only the 
courage but a good share of the abil- 
ity which the general possessed. Sooy 
Smith formed to attack, and threw 
out his flankers to gain the Confeder- 
aterear. A short, sharp fight occurred, 
and when about to be overlapped on 
the flanks, Colonel Forrest retreated 
in thedirection of West Point, through 
which place, after offering resistance 
at every available position along the 
way, he passed, at three on the after- 
noon of the 2Uth, the Federal army 
immediately occupying the town.” 
“From West Point, Colonel Jeff 
Forrest continued his retreat some 
three miles southward to the Sooka- 
tonchie Creek at Ellis’s Bridge. Major 
D.E. Coon who commanded the 2nd 
Iowa Calvary, the advance guard of 
Smith’s army said, “We came into 


‘contact with the Confederates five 


miles beyond Prairie and skirmished 


with them for five miles. We then ran 
into a column of about 250, which 
gave way to a charge made by a por- 
tion of my regiment. The Confeder- 
ates then skirmished for three more 
milesbeforeanother stand was made, 
compelling us to dismount and drive 
the Southern troops from the field.” 

“In West Point it was learned that 
Smith had come upon Forrest, the 
three Forrests, the General, the Colo- 
nel, and the Captain. Arriving at West 
Point on the 20th of February, Gen- 
eral William Sooy Smith found him- 
self in great perplexity, and it is not 
improbable that the fact that he was 
now at last face to face with the re- 
doubtable Forrest had something to 
do with his state of mind. The man 
whom he had, as he expressed him- 
self, been anxiously looking for and 
ready to ‘pitch into wherever he found 
him’ was at last directly across his 
path. Although he had accomplished 
considerably more than half of the 
distance from Memphis to Meridian, 
and General Sherman was within 
reach of him, he hesitated. Three or 
four days of steady marching would 
have -brought him to Sherman's 
camp.” 


“Forrest with an estimated 2000 | 


men and no artillery stood across the 
creek from General Sooy Smith's 
10,000 cavalry, with infantry and 


_ twenty pieces of artillery, “in all 


probability the most formidable cav- 
alry. command which had ever been 
organized in the Western armies.” 
Next week, the conclusion of the 
Meridian Campaign, or “The Battle 
for the Land of Egypt” at Okolona. 


the movement of General Sooy Smith | 


icked away i at each other in noisy. 


skirmished almost incessantly with | 


-’Forrest’s vedettes, he reached the | 
- ‘Tallahatchie at Wyatt, ‘advancing as: 
far as‘this point for the pitpose-of~~with Général Sherman in Meridian. © 
i making a diversion in favor of Gen-. 4 


5 oe Smith.” 


~""'“in the meantime, in order to” 
3 a ica theimpression thathe would : 


S holding McMillen’s infantry engaged 
‘« With the Confederates acrossthe river, 
“4 Stnith had also marched in that direc- 
% ¢tipn. Turning suddenly to the east, he 
r then moved with his entire cavalry 
4 ‘ columnby way of New Albany where, 
iH on the 16th and 17th, his troops 
‘Nerossed the Tallahatchie without 


z @ molestation. Smith had already writ- 


ee ty Cenera) Sherman that he 


: even to the point of correctly predict- / 
., ing the exact roufe he would take and ! 
~~ the fact that his goal was $ to junction © 


“He informed General Polk, “they are . 


about 10,000 strong with about thirty 


pieces of artillery, and have toned.» 


” the river at New Albany.”:;. “ 
j Br cross the Tallahatchie at Wyatt, while _ 


“AsSmithadvanced, Forrest with- , 
drew across the Tallahatchie and re- ; 
tired with Bell’s brigade toward Gre- 


: nada, ordering the rest of his troops 


through Houston in the direction of 
West Point and Columbus. Forrest 
arrived in Starkville. from Grenada 
on the 18th of February, He then di- 
rected Jeffery Forrest to proceed with 


his cbrigades mn a northerly direction in 
yourhich Groth wre 


6 of 11 


All day long The Herrings and I 
traced the historic footprints of Jef- 
frey E. Forrest in the final days of his 
short life in the month of February of 
1864. 

Ivey and Gloria Thornton Herring 
and I were intent on attempting to 
solve some of the unanswered ques- 
tions that had cropped up when re- 
searching the Battle of Okolona dur- 
ing the Meridian Campaign of 
United States General William Sooy 
Smith in which the forces of General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest drove Smith 
back to Memphis from just south of 
West Point. . 

Our quest started when I reported 
that Mrs. Ellen Vesey in a newspaper 
article of 1940, said that Jeff Forrest 
was killed between. Muldon and 
Okolona and that his funeral was 
conducted in the Prewitt Home be- 
fore" being buried at ad Fellows" 
Rest. ; | 

It took only a 1 ew minutes at the 
Evans Memorial Library to discover 
that jie-‘had. been. killed on the road 
between Okolona and Pontotoc. 
Patsy Pace and Jolinnie Foster 
quickly informed me that the Prewitt 


House still stands across the street _ 
from the Aberdeen Middle School © 


and next to, B Quick convenience 
store. ates 

‘The ‘brary ta five very well writ- 
¢ books which were either written 


Y. 
based on and quoting from the ac- 


counts of men involved in the battles. i 


: from io inthe Official Record of 


the ci War, a some-200 volume set. 
; ;: » toward Pontotoc.” Another account 
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PAGES FROM 
THE PAST 


By CLYDE HILL WILSON 


Our only problem with pinpoint- 
ing exactly where Jeffrey Forrest was 
killed was the fact that there were dis- 
crepancies in the accounts of exactly 
where the battle was in which he was 
killed. Many people called to say that 
he was killed at or behind the old 
Bramlett house which stood until a 
few years ago between Okolona and 
Pontotoc. Lawrence Wheeler, a black 
who owned the houseand now dead, 
had told the Herrings that he was 
killed ‘over there’ pointing tothe rear 
and toward Okolona from the house. 


The trouble with all of this was there ~ 


was no proof, everyone whn said he 


* was killed at the old Bramlett house 


said “that is just what I heard.” Even 
Mrs. Vesey who was alive then and 


~ went to his funeral and was best 


friend to his wife was confused as to 
where he was killed. 

_'' In pouring through the eye-wit- 
ness accounts from the library, one 
finds that he was killed at Ivey’s Plan- 
tation, Ivey's farm, on Ivey’s Hill orat 
Prairie Mount, Prairie Mound or at 
Tallaboncla. Several, many, most 


- accounts said that the battle was at 


oneoftheabove, acombination of the 


_ above, or “The first battle was fought - 
* one mile toward Pontotoc. The sec- 
ond, the battle in which Jeff Forrest .- 


was killed, was five miles further 


states that “after the battle in which 
Jeff Forrest was killed, the Federals 


withdrew and another battle oc- 
curred two miles further, on the 
county line. 
Annie Ruth White called to report 
that she had proof that Prairie Mount 
‘was a town, a town which lost out to 
Okolona when the railroad was put 
there. I had an early 1850 map of 
Mississippi which showed that five 
or six miles out of Okolona was the 
town of Pleasant M. and five or six 
miles further was the town of Talla- 
blancla. 

Ear! Anderson Jr., who owns Prai- 
rie Mount Farms, called to invite us 
over to explore for the site of the 
battle. He and members of his family 
own most of everything between 


Okolona and thecounty line and heis - 


and has always been an avid Civil 
War buff. His ancestors had lived in 
the town of Prairie Mount since Civil 
War times and he owns the land on 
which it stood. 

The Herrings and I checked the 
milage from Okolona to mark the 
exact spot when we were five and six 
miles from the town. We were aware 
that the roads had probably changed 
but they had not changed so much so 
that five miles would put us near 
where the battle occurred. 

With the assistance of Earl we wre 
lowed what was an old road that was 


‘probably the earlier road. An eyewit- 
ness account reported, “The position ~~ 


was well selected, ina me teaaconer 


_ Progress written by Richey Hender- 


section where the road to Pontotoc, [ 
running along a narrow ‘hogback’ 
ridge, makes an abrupt rightturn just 
in front of the houses, stables, gin- 
house, and other buildings of a large 
plantation house known as Ivey’s 
Hill.” 

Anderson showed us the site of 
Prairie Mount, it had stood on the 
ridge (hogback ridge?) of what is 
called the Pontotoc Ridge. All that is 
left is one house fallen in, two old 
barns, and traces of roads, brick 
walks and well sites. A mile or two 
further toward Pontotoc stood the 
old Bramlett house, a large columned 
antebellum mansion. 

The site of Prairie Mount was six 
miles from Okolona. After walking 
and exploring the site of Prairie 
Mount and following what -was 
probably the old road almost to the 
site of the plantation home, we drove 
to the county line and turned back 


toward Prairie Mount to check the’ 


milage. Two miles from the county 
line put us once again at the site of 
Prairie Mount. 

As we stood on that ridge looking 
back over a prairie valley, it was easy 
to imagine the breastworks of Sooy 
Smith set up there to stop the men of 
Forrest who were chasing them too 
close for comfort. 
~ Mr. and Mrs. Herring obtained a 
copy of an article from the Pontotoc 


son on December 21, 1967. 
Henderson’s account seems cor:.: 
pletely accurate in historical detail as 


checked against the eyewitness ac- . 


counts from the Official Record.’ 


(See Pages-Page 6A). 


EARL ANDERSON -- Is this aver s Hill? Probably. The milage is ~ 


correct. The terrain fits the description. Standing in the woods 
near a fallen-in house on the trace of a road, it is easy to imagine 
one is standing where Col. Jeffrey E. Forrest fought for command of 
Ivey's Hill at Prairie Point. 
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43rd Infantry, Caledonians lead salute to Col. Forrest 


By CLYDE WILSON 
Examiner News Editor 

Kilt-clad members of the 
Caldonian Society of Jackson led a 
procession of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, a color 
guard, and members of the 43th 
Mississippi Invantry marching to 
the swirl of Scottish bagpipes from 
the iron gates of venerable Odd 
Fellows Rest Cemetery to the grave 
of Jeffrey Forrest last Saturday 
afternoon. 

The occasion was a dedication 
service to honor Colonel Forrest 
who died while participating in the 
defeat of U.S. General William 
Sooy Smith's 10,000 mounted cal- 
vary forces who where in the pro- 
cess of burning their way across 
the prairie of Northeast Miss- 
issippi to join forces with General 
Sherman at Meridian. 

At the moving ceremony, a 
large group of interested citizens 
who gathered on a beautiful sunny 
fall afternoon to honor Colonel 
Forrest, 
Laura Greenwood placed a wreath 
on the grave of Col. Forrest. 

The placing of the wreath pre- 
cluded a ceremony which began 
with remarks by SCV Camp 
Commander Roger Howell of 


watched as little Miss’ 


Columbus and included a prayer 
and the recitation of the pledge of 
allegiance to the United States 
flag, the state flag and the flag of 
the Confederacy, under which Col. 
Forrest fought. 

Young Caldonian bagpiper 
Hunter Waltman accompanied 
the singing of Amazing Grace 
which was followed by a 21-gun 
salute to Col. Forrest by the 43rd 
Mississippi Infantry (re-enactors) 
of Columbus. 

The program was concluded 
with the playing of taps by Wade 
Triplett. 

Col. Jeffrey was killed in the last 
major battle of the Meridian 
Campaign which occurred just 
nortwest of Okolona at Ivy's 
Plantation in Prairie Mound. He 
was brought to Aberdeen, home of 
his wife, and his funeral was held at 
the antebellum cottage, Keyhole, 
and buried at Odd Fellows Rest. 

Col. Forrest commanded a bat- 
talion in the forces of his oldest 
brother General Nathan Bedford 
Forrest during the Meridian 


Campaign which was a great vic- 
tory for the South during the last 
year of the war. 

During the ceremony the audi- 
ence was reminded of the contri- 
bution of Col. Forrest in the defeat 


of Sooy Smith at Sookatonchie 
Creek just south of West Point 
where Col. Forrest's attack of 
Smith's forces persuaded him to 
decide that he had no heart for 
continuing his march through the 
prairie to join forces with Gen. 
Sherman at Meridian and sent 


‘him retreating in disgrace back to 


Memphis. 


The Forresters fought Smith's 
retreating troops from Sook-- 
atonchie Creek to the Tallahatchie © 


River with great losses in men and 
horses. 
Forrest's greatest victory and was 
this area's only major conflict 
during the war. 

Chairman of the ceremony was 
Bland Campbell of Columbus. 

The Aberdeen committee con- 


sisted of Ivy Herring of Becker,4 
of Okolona, | 


Earl Anderson Jr. 
Wheeler Watson of Strong and 
Mrs. Claude Foster, Mrs. William 
Pace and Clyde 
Aberdeen. 
Officers of the William 
Barksdale Camp of the SCV are 
Roger Howell, Wade Ward, 
Charles Westberry, Larry Joblin, 
James Gable and Audie Pettie. The 
Rev. Kevan Barley of Caledonia is 
the Camp Chaplain. ; 


It was called General .! 


Wilson of - 


FORREST DEDICATION - Trumpeter Wade Triplett (left) played taps after: a 21-gun salute by 
the 43rd Mississippi Infantry when the SCV of Columbus held a dedication service at the grave 
of ColJeffrey Forrest's grave in Odd Fellows Rest Cemetery last Saturday. Col. Forrest was 


killed 
Sony p 


the Battle of Prairie Mound while defending this area from the army of U.S. General 
mith. 


nee 
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.- CALEDONIANS - Members of the Caledonian Scottish Society of Jackson piped the color guard 
_to the grave of Col. Forrest. : 


¥ os. 


Caledonians entertained the 45 touring members of the Kentucky Historical Society as they =? 
toured:The Magnolias Saturday. 
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Edwin Clark FORREST, Jr. 
30147 Forrest Lane 
Holden, LA 70744-4344 
04-567-3015; cforrest@i-55.co 


Recent Research 
Findings 


A number of years ago, 
“Cousin” Ted FORREST, his 
son, “Teddy,” and I went to 
the MS Archives at Jackson. 
There we found a number of 
items on our elusive ancestor, 
Edwin Henry FORREST, who 
was born in Montgomery, MD, 
about 1815; married Mary Ann 
CRUTHIRDS, in Harrison Co, 
MS, in 1841; lived in Walton 
Co., FL, ca.1845-ca.1848; and 
died in Harrison County, MS, 
about 1875. One of the items 
we found was that he had been 
elected Justice of the Peace from 
District 3 in Harrison Co. in 
1853-54. Last year while 
attending the Palaces of St. 
Petersburg exhibit in Jackson, 
MS, I again went to the archives 
and was rewarded with these 
new findings: 


ELECTED OFFICIALS 


12 April 1859 
Jackson Co., MS 


Edwin FORREST was Assessor 
& (Tax?) Collector in Ocean 
Springs, MS. 


SOURCE: Secretary of State’s 
Register of Commissions [RofC] 
(1858-64), p. 363, Record Group 
(RG) 28, No. 3, Microfilm Roll 
329. 


This is the first evidence I have 
of his living in Jackson Co. 


However, I am still confounded 
by his not being listed in the 
1860 Censuses of either Jackson 
or Harrison Counties. 
REE EKER KERR KE KEKE KKK KEKE KEEK 
15 Nov. 1866 
Harrison Co., MS 


Edwin FORREST is back in 
Harrison Co. where he is listed 
as Edwd. FORREST. He and 
W. G. EVANS were elected 
Justices of the Peace in District 


SOURCE: Sec. of State, RofC, 


RG 28, No. 4, Roll. No. 

A0000330, p. 221. 

KERR KKK KERR RRR REE KER EKER KEKE 
7 Nov. 1871 


Harrison Co., MS 


E. FORREST and O. or D. 
EDWARDS were elected 
Justices of the Peace in District 
2. 


SOURCE: Sec. of State, RofC, 
RG 28, No. 5, Roll No. A1112, 
p. 231. 


MARRIAGE RECORDS 


20 May 1875 
FORREST - FAYARD 


Edwin and Mary Ann 
FORREST’s eldest child, Mary 
“Mollie” Edna FORREST, who 
was born in Walton Co., FL, on 
Sat., 8 July 1848, had her 
marriage recorded in the Weekly 


Mississippi Pilot, Jackson, 


FORREST BRANCHES 


“A Search for the Parents of Edwin Henry FORREST ” 


(ca. 1815, MD - ca. 1875, MS) 
Vol.1 No.1 
June1997 


Hinds Co., MS, [MF #1068] as 
follows: 


In Harrison Co., [Thur.] May 20, 
1875, Mr. Edward FAYARD and 
Miss Mollie Ella FORREST, 
both of that county. [She was 26 
years, 10 months and 12 days 
of age.] 


OTHER FORRESTS 


The relationship, if any, of the 
following FORRESTs to us is 
not known: 


Hardeman C. FORREST, 2nd 
Lt., and John M. FORREST, 
Pvt, Co. C, MS Rifles Battalion 
(ANDERSON’S), Mexican War 
SOURCE: RG 58 M. 


William FORREST, Pvt., 7th 
Regiment Battalion (PERKINS), 
MS Militia, War of 1812, RG 58 
W. 


Mary FOREST is recorded by 
Wm. Leroy BOWMAN, 1849-?, 
in his Reference Book..., on 
p. 61. 


N. B. [no doubt, Nathan 
Bedford] FORREST, Register, 
Military Appoints, 1841-48, 
Series K, Vol. A. 

SOURCE: RG 33, MEF 3. 


NOTE 


More information should follow 
monthly. Let me know at the 
address shown above if you 
have contributions, comments or 
suggestions. 
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THAT DEVIL FORREST 


Life of General Nathan Bedford Forrest 


BY JOHN ALLAN WYETH 
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